MOHAMMED   AND   CHARLEMAGNE
sination, perhaps at the instigation of Ebroin, in 679—there was
no longer a king in Austrasia. Pippin, who had succeeded, as
mayor, to Vulfoald, who was doubtless overthrown on this
occasion, marched against Ebroin, but was defeated near Laon.1
Ebroin was assassinated shortly afterwards, in 680 or 683, by
Ermenfridus, who sought refuge in Austrasia with Pippin. It is
very difficult to feel assured that Pippin was not involved in this
affair.
Ebroin having been assassinated, Waratton succeeded him as
mayor of the palace in Neustria; he immediately made peace
with Pippin. But he was overthrown by his son Gislemar, who
marched against Pippin, and defeated him at Namur. Gislemar, it
seems, was assassinated. Waratton, once more mayor of the palace,
confirmed the peace which he had signed with Pippin in 683. He
died in 686, and his son-in-law Berchier succeeded to him.2
He immediately encountered the opposition of the magnates;
of these the majority, and among them the Bishop of Reims,
rallied to Pippin. The latter marched against Berchier and
Thierry III, defeating them at Tertry, near Saint Quentin, in 687.
Berchier was assassinated in 688, and Pippin was acknowledged
by the king as mayor of the palace. Henceforward he was the
only mayor of the palace in the whole kingdom. But he was so
far from regarding himself as the servant of the king that he did
not even establish himself at the court. He sent the king one of
his confidential supporters: Nordebertum quondam de suis? and he
himself returned to Austrasia.
2. The Carolingian Mayors of the Palace
In 688, then, the mayor of the palace of Austrasia imposed his
tutelage on the kingdom. But he did not remain beside the king.
It was enough for him that he had conquered his rival, the mayor
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